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supporting evidence and other design tools will support this approach, recognising 
that the characteristics of future development will be site specific. 

3.16 The Liveable Exeter principles are included in Policy S2.The policy sets out the 
requirements for the standard of development that Exeter City Council will expect for 
all large-scale brownfield developments in the city. Developments that fail to achieve 
the standards set out in these principles will be refused. 

S2: Liveable Exeter delivery principles 

The delivery of large-scale, brownfield developments will be supported. 

Planning applications for all large-scale development proposals must be accompanied by a 
masterplan which includes a vision and planning/design framework to guide the 
comprehensive development of the wider site area. 

All large-scale development proposals must demonstrate how each of the following Liveable 
Exeter principles and requirements will be achieved. 

Principle 1: Memorable places. Development will: 

 Contribute positively to an area’s character and identity, creating local distinctiveness 
and reinforcing its role within the city. 

 Respond positively to local topography, open spaces and watercourses and maximise 
views to Exeter’s natural and built landmarks and features. 

 Make efficient use of land so Exeter remains compact and walkable. 

 Enable sustainable transport for access to the city centre, district and local centres, 
employment areas, the River Exe and the Valley Parks. 

 Contribute to the varied and innovative social, economic and cultural offering in the 
city. 

Principle 2: Outstanding quality. Development will: 

 Build at optimal density and maximise the development footprint, incorporating the 
highest densities at the most accessible and sustainable locations. 

 Incorporate innovative solutions within buildings, transport provision, energy and other 
infrastructure to achieve our ambitions for a net-zero city by 2030. 

 Enhance Exeter’s natural, built and historic environment, particularly at gateway and 
arrival points, main routes into the city, city centre, the Ship Canal and Basin, the River 
Exe and the Valley Parks 

 Provide innovative and exciting education, research, skills, work and leisure 
destinations in prominent and accessible locations. 

 Ensure neighbourhoods function effectively in the long term by incorporating 
stewardship measures which provide for the effective management and maintenance 
of the public realm and communal private spaces. 

Principle 3: Welcoming neighbourhoods. Development will: 

 Provide a variety of high quality, affordable and market homes catering for local needs. 

 Support a wide range of accessible, local jobs and provide the education and skills to 
support local employment. 

 Support thriving high streets, district and local centres, and create new centres where 
appropriate, delivering local shops, open spaces, community, education and health 
facilities. 

 Provide safe, healthy, accessible and inclusive streets and public spaces which are 
people-friendly, human in scale, well managed and cared for. 
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 Phase delivery to ensure important infrastructure and facilities are provided early on. 

Principle 4: Liveable buildings. Development will: 

 Ensure that homes are adaptable to changing demands and lifestyles. 

 Include beautiful buildings which complement local character using high quality 
designs and materials. 

 Ensure buildings are energy efficient, adopt a fabric first approach and apply high 
performance standards such as Passivhaus and whole-life carbon assessment. 

 Provide homes that are predominantly dual-aspect ensuring high levels of natural 
daylight and ventilation. 

 Be laid out and designed to maximise internal air quality. 

Principle 5: Active streets. Development will: 

 Incorporate active travel and passive surveillance measures at the outset of 
development design. 

 Make direct connections to the active travel network and key destinations. 

 Reallocate road space to maximise active travel, public transport, shared mobility and 
the provision of attractive public spaces through seating and planting. 

 Maximise parking and storage for cycling, provide infrastructure to support electric 
vehicles and bicycles and minimise parking for private cars. 

Principle 6: Spaces for people and wildlife. Development will: 

 Provide and enhance connections to existing green networks and spaces including the 
Valley Parks and Green Circle. 

 Maximise opportunities for landscaping, planting and trees using tools such as the 
Urban Greening Factor. 

 Promote vitality and inclusivity by providing safe and attractive places for play, 
recreation, food growing and socialising outdoors. 

 Ensure that space is created specifically for nature to deliver biodiversity gains within 
the city. 
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