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Recent stories

NEWS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
Secretary of State overturns council decision to waive Southgate site Environmental Impact Assessment
Proposals for up to 200 flats in high-rise tower blocks have potentially significant impacts on Exe Estuary avian flightpaths, Exeter Cathedral skyline, listed buildings and ancient city walls placing protected landscapes and heritage assets at risk.
Friday 8 March 2024




ANALYSIS  ⁄  DEMOCRACY & GOVERNANCE
£50 million county council 2024-25 service delivery cuts concealed by £93 million costs increases
Figures essentially unaffected by budget scrutiny process during which councillors sought details of where and how cuts would fall but received few proper answers.
Wednesday 6 March 2024




ANALYSIS  ⁄  TRANSPORT & MOBILITY
Stagecoach South West posts largest losses in sector despite greatest growth in journey numbers
Lowest year on year revenue rise compounded by above average staffing costs increase as £2 bus fare cap continues to prop up passenger demand.
Thursday 29 February 2024




ANALYSIS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
Liveable Exeter Placemaking Charter consultation skewed towards only one of five 'core tools'
Private developers' forum and other major components of new charter not mentioned in council communications, but transparency and new 'culture of openness' to 'help build trust in the planning system' emphasised throughout.
Friday 23 February 2024




COMMENT  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
The Gorge stands 70% empty nearly six months after opening as mounting council tax liability looms
Council development director claims developer interest demonstrates need for co-living in Exeter but works have yet to start on all other such schemes.
Thursday 22 February 2024




NEWS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
City council approves plans for controversial greenfield site housing
Key details remain unresolved including future ownership and management of green space and public access restrictions during construction period.
Thursday 22 February 2024




On Our Radar
	SATURDAY 23 MARCH 2024
Library Lates returns
An evening of live music, creative workshops and games.
EXETER LIBRARY




	FRIDAY 5 TO SUNDAY 7 APRIL 2024
Topsham Music Festival
Three day event features instrumental music by upcoming professional solo and chamber ensemble artists.
TOPSHAM




	FRIDAY 12 APRIL 2024
St Petrock's Big Night Out
Exeter homelessness charity invites people to sleep out under the stars, or in another safe location, to help raise money for rough sleepers.





More stories

ANALYSIS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
Top to bottom King Billy student block redesign waved through as minor variation to consented plans
Council throws out Design Review Panel interventions and reneges on commitment to planning committee while developers claim unauthorised destruction of protected medieval wall justified on safety grounds.
Wednesday 21 February 2024




NEWS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
Judge quashes planning permission for 350 homes at St Bridget Nurseries in Old Rydon Lane
High Court judgement finds city council did not properly discharge duties or take material considerations into account, council officer seriously misled planning committee and county council failed in statutory local highway authority role.
Wednesday 7 February 2024




NEWS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
Heavitree Road police station & magistrates court redevelopment appeal dismissed
Devon & Cornwall Police and Crime Commissioner and offshore development partner sent back to drawing board after attempt to overturn city council decision to refuse two huge student/co-living blocks fails.
Friday 2 February 2024




ANALYSIS  ⁄  CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT
Council plans huge allotment fees increases to claw back cash from 1,500 city gardeners and growers
Plot holders provided with incomplete picture as consultation held which does not comply with council's own charter and delayed scrutiny report that omits key survey findings suggests council aims to turn profit from allotment provision.
Wednesday 31 January 2024, updated 6 February 2024




ANALYSIS  ⁄  TRANSPORT & MOBILITY
Devon County Council adopts charging strategy that provides for only 20% of EVs it expects by 2030
Local ULEV ownership has risen rapidly in recent years but many more vehicles have joined county's roads as local transport area ULEV growth lags behind rest of country and Exeter motor vehicle numbers alone top 87,000.
Friday 12 January 2024




ANALYSIS  ⁄  PLANNING & PLACE
Liveable Exeter 'garden city' branding is about government funding, not green space
New Exeter Local Plan policy 'principles' have little in common with historic vision revitalised for 21st century by TCPA for government programme, while consented Haven Banks scheme and proposed new town near Exeter Airport have even less.
Thursday 11 January 2024




Spotlight

Judge quashes planning permission for 350 homes at St Bridget Nurseries in Old Rydon Lane
High Court judgement finds city council did not properly discharge duties or take material considerations into account, council officer seriously misled planning committee and county council failed in statutory local highway authority role.
Wednesday 7 February 2024
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